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DR. LEE ON THE FUNCTION OF THE OVARIES IN MENSTRUATION.
In the article on M. " There are certain facts which seem to prove that it is not to the influence of the uterus, but of the ovaria that we are to attribute all the changes which take place in the female pelvis, in the mammae and uterine system at the period of puberty; and it seems not improbable from the following facts, that it is also to certain changes in the Graafian vesicles at the time of menstruation that all the phenomena of that singular process are to be referred.
"On the 11th of March, 1831, we examined the body of a young woman who died during menstruation from inflammation of the median basilic vein. The left ovarium was larger than the right, and at one point a small circular opening, with thin irregular edges, was observed in the peritoneal coat, which led to a cavity of no great depth in the ovarium. Around the opening, to an extent of three or four lines, the surface of the ovarium was of a bright red colour, and considerably elevated above the surrounding part of the peritoneal coat. On cutting into the ovarium, its substance around the opening and depression was vascular, and several Graafian vesicles of different sizes were observed. The right ovarium was in the ordinary state. Both fallopian tubes were intensely red and swollen, and their cavities were filled with menstrual fluid. The lining membrane of the uterus was coated with the same fluid, and the parietes were soft and vascular. The size of the uterus was not increased. " In the autumn of the same year a woman under twenty years of age died suddenly from acute inflammation of the lungs while menstruating. The body was examined by Mr. John Prout, and the uterine organs were brought to us for inspection. A red soft elevated portion of the right ovarium was also here observed, and at one part the peritoneal coat to a small extent had been removed. The edges of the opening were extremely thin and irregular, and in the substance of the ovarium under the opening was an enlarged Graafian vesicle filled with transparent fluid. Numerous small blood-vessels were seen running along the peritoneal coat of the ovary to the opening. When 
